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THINKING ABOUT PLACING A BET ON THE BIG GAME?
READ THIS FIRST.
For the second year in a row, Florida will be
hosting professional football’s biggest game, this
time in Tampa. Excitement is growing as fans
prepare to see the long-awaited season finale,
though this year’s game will be markedly different
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. With face
masks required to attend the game and the
stadium’s seating capacity expected to be capped
at 20% [1], you can say that this year’s big game is
unprecedented -- but so too is the opportunity to
place bets on it. With the expansion of legal sports
betting in recent years, along with the growing
popularity of online gambling due to the
pandemic, many Americans have easy access to
place their wagers on this year’s Big Game:

Each case of gambling addiction also negatively
affects 8-10 other people. Problem gamblers are
three to four times more likely to be arrested
and/or spend time in jail as a result of crimes
that include theft, fraud, domestic violence,
child abuse and neglect, and others. For
problem gamblers, the odds of a marriage
ending in divorce due to finances is twice the
rate of non-gamblers. And sadly, one in five
addicted gamblers will attempt suicide – 20
times the rate of non-gamblers.

So if you are planning to hold a watch party for
the Big Game -- whether in person or virtually -avoid starting a betting pool or pressuring
anyone to place a bet. Those who suffer from or
who are in recovery for problem gambling may
Did You Know?
already find it difficult to watch without feeling
According to the American Gaming Association:
Americans wagered nearly $17.3 billion on the urge to place a bet, and being around others
sports between January and November 2020 [2]. who are placing bets may push them over the
More than 4 in 10 adult Americans now live in a edge.
jurisdiction where wagering on sports is legal
Don’t wait for serious consequences to seek
[2].
Legal sports betting became available to nearly help if you think you or someone you know
29 million more adult Americans in 2020 as may have a gambling problem.
Colorado, DC, Illinois, Michigan, Montana, and
Tennessee activated their legal markets [2].
However, sports betting has not been legalized
in Florida, and what these stats don’t show are
the effects of the expansion on the issue of
problem gambling. As many as 6-9 million people
in the U.S., including hundreds of thousands of
Floridians, suffer either directly or indirectly from
what’s known as the hidden addiction, due to the
lack of visible physical symptoms
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