Dear Representative/Senator ________________
I am writing to you today regarding my concern over the Governor’s veto of state funding for compulsive gambling prevention, education and outreach in the State of Florida.  In this time of budget cutting, I realize that many programs and services that are funded by the state have been cut.  The difference between those programs and the program for compulsive gambling is that the State of Florida derives considerable revenue from legalized gambling and in addition promotes markets and advertises state run gambling opportunities. Moreover, the State of Florida continues to expand gambling throughout the state. This is not the case with any other programs that may have been cut during this time.  There are inherent risks associated with gambling and it is therefore incumbent upon the state and its elected leaders to make every effort to minimize these risks to citizens by providing funding for public awareness, education and prevention.  
With the loss in funding there will be no advertising of the confidential HelpLine number, and no outreach and prevention to Floridians across the state. There will be barely enough funding to sustain the operations of the statewide Gambling HelpLine itself.  This is a particularly problematic scenario, coming at a time when the state continues to expand gambling opportunities. With expanded gambling comes an increase in compulsive gaming and its negative impacts.   This recent cut in funding for compulsive gambling services will have significant negative impacts at the community level, not only for problem gamblers and their families, but for the society as a whole because a gambling addiction is a very costly disorder for communities and the State. Problem gamblers often commit crimes and make other destructive decisions affecting their employers, loved ones and communities.
The marketing and advertising of state-run gambling will continue under the budget signed May 26. But without funding for the Florida Council on Compulsive Gambling, there will be no funds for the advertisements that provide citizens with information on how to get help for a gambling problem.  
At this time I am asking for your support in attempting to override the Governor’s veto of $569,000 of the Lottery discretionary funds that were appropriated by the Legislature for compulsive gambling outreach and prevention in the State of Florida for fiscal year 2011/2012.
